


THE GERMAN ASSOCIATION
FOR CREATIVITY HONORS
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As the founder of the IDEA MARATHON System in 1984

a form of mental training grounded in strong self-discipline
rather than a conventional creativity technique;

a practice that empowers adults and children alike,

fostering creative engagement on a broad and inclusive scale;
a method with the potential to contribute to
a better world in many dimensions.

Prof. Dr. Jorg Mehlhorn

Martina Schwarz-Geschka
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A group of about 100 trainers, consultants, academics and students with
competence in the field of creativity and innovation is united since 1998
in the German Association for Creativity - a nonprofit organisation

We are member of the European Association for Creativity and Innovation (EACI)

Improvement of the consciousness of the importance
of creativity in all fields of society. Creativity is an unlimited

resource which can be further developed for the benefit of all

Activities to enlarge and deepen the understanding
of creative thinking processes and the
knowledge to utilize these insights

Exchange of experiences between our members

and network-partners in order to learn from each other.
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Hints are given in general terms how
creative thinking and actions can be improved

The 12 theses have been translated in many languages
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is an achievement award and was firstly presented in 2007.
It is not possible to apply for this award, but a jury selects the prizewinner.

was established by the German Association for Creativity
(Deutsche Gesellschaft fir Kreativitat e.\V.), a nonprofit organization
that each year selects a person or institution for this award in at
least one category. The prizewinners are chosen for a particular
creative achievement or for their long-standing contribution as
determined by the constitution of the German Association for Creativity.

The name is derived from the Latin
(I create, therefore | am!). The prize itself is not one of the usual trophies,

but a transparent case that contains written material and pictures in the
formm of cards, describing the winner and the donator.
The cards are artfully designed by students of media design

at the Technical College in Solingen/Germany
under the supervision of art director Ms. Lisa Gallo.

/Z Deutsche Gesellschaft fur
: KAGILIAILSS

1 o

—
§

//////



”\

In 2007 the was awarded in the category “Creative Product”

to the medium-sized family owned company BIONADE and in

the category “Life’s Work” to the married couple Prof. & Prof. Mehlhorn,
Leipzig/Germany for their novel concept to foster the creativity

of children and adolescents.

In the year 2008 the went to the LEGO Group

for the 50th anniversary of the filling of the patent of the LEGO brick.
There is no toy in the world, according to the jury, that is better
suited to encourage creativity in children than the LEGO brick

and the accompanying system.

2009 was declared the "Year of Creativity and Innovation” by the EC.
This gave the jury the opportunity to honour a person who is
regarded as the world number 1 in creativity and who made history
by inventing “Lateral Thinking": Prof. Edward de Bono received the
2009 on September 18th in Berlin for his life's work.

His motto: Creativity can be taught and learned!
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Awarding the on an international level happened again in 2014, when
Prof. Dr. Mihaly Czikszentmihalyi stayed in Berlin. We honoured him for his
work on the exploration of the FLOW phenomenon for which he received
highest international recognition. His book ‘Creativity, which was translated
into German in 1997, was considered to be a bridge between both subjects,
FLOW experience and creative thinking. We rank Prof. Dr. Czikszentmihalyi
among the best thinkers and pionieers in the field of creativity, starting with
Joy P. Guilford (1950), Abraham Maslow (1967) up to Edward de Bono (1969).

Another five years later, the Is donated to the Japan Creativity Society
(JCS) for more than 40 years of continuous research and communication

on this important subject. The prize was given into the hands of
Prof. Fangqi Xu during his stay in Germany on November 2nd in Darmstadt.
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The following art cards were designed over the years by
aspiring media designers at the Technisches Berufskolleg Solingen.
Created as part of a long-standing school partnership under the
guidance of Ms. Lisa Gallo, these pieces are the
result of dedicated project-based learning.
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